


( Teachers and parents)

Before tackling these Blue Level Readers, a child will need to be able to:

* Recognise the basic 42 letter sounds, <y as in happy, the ‘hop-over e’
digraphs in words like take, these, bike, code and mule, and the other
main alternative vowel spellings in the leaves below;

* Read (blend) regular words containing these letter sounds;

* Recognise the twenty tricky words shown in the flowers below;

* Recognise the names of the three main characters, as well as Phonic.
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When we look up into the night sky, the
Moon is the biggest thing we can see.
In fact, the Moon is smaller than the
Earth. The Moon looks so big because

it is not as far away as the stars and
other planets.




'here are nine planets that go around
or “orbit” the Sun.

Earth, the planet we live on, is one of
those planets. It is the third planet from
the Sun.



The Moon orbits the Earth and, at the
same time, it spins around too. It takes
about 28 days for the Moon to spin
around, and also for it to go around the

Earth.




Astronomers look at the Moon and
stars and planets. Today, they have big
telescopes that let them see things that
are a long way away. The first
astronomers did not have such good
telescopes for studying the Moon.




When you look at the Moon, you can
see dark and light patches on it. The
first astronomers mistooR the dark
patches for seas. They named them
things like The Sea of Clouds and The
Sea of Tranquility. The Moon does not
have any seas. The dark patches are

big, flat bits of ground called plains.



It looks as if the Moon shines down on
the Earth but, in fact, the Moon does
not have any light of its own. It looks

like it shines because it reflects the light
from the Sun.

Sun o+>




'he Moon is always round. But
sometimes it looks as if it is a different
shape. This is because we can only see

the part of the Moon that is in the light
of the Sun.
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At the time of a new moon, we cannot
see the Moon at all. This is because the
other side of the Moon, which we
cannot see, is lit up.

crescent

As the Moon and the Earth turn, we

can see part of the Moon that is lit up.
This is called a crescent moon.
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Each night we can see more and more
of the Moon that is lit up, until we can
see all of it. Then, night by night, it
looks as if the Moon is getting smaller
and smaller again, until it disappears at
the next new moon.

We say the Moon “waxes” as it gets
bigger and “wanes” as it gets smaller.
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Sometimes, as the Moon orbits the
Earth, and the Earth orbits the Sun,
they cross each other. The Moon, or the
shadow of the Moon, can block out the
Sun as they cross.

When this happens, it becomes dark.
This is called an eclipse.
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From the Earth, we always see the
same side of the Moon. We never see
the other side as it is always turned
away from the Earth. This is because

it takes the same time for the Moon to
spin around as it takes for the Moon to
orbit the Earth.
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Despite being a long way away, the
Moon does affect things on the Earth.
As the Moon travels around, it attracts
the Earth and its seas.

When the Moon is close to one part of
the Earth, there is a high tide. As the
Moon travels away, the sea levels fall
and it is low tide.
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We could not live on the Moon. It is
rocky, dry and barren. The Moon’s
night is very, very cold and the Moon’s
day is very, very hot.

Man has always looked at the Moon
and dreamed about visiting it.
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Man first landed on the Moon in 1969.
Six rockets have landed on the Moon
and twelve men have walked on it. The
gravity on the Moon is less than on the
Earth. This is why, when you see
someone walking on the Moon, they
seem to jump and float along.




The first rockets to go to the Moon
were called Saturn rockets. Only a very
small part of a rocket, the bit at the
top, lands on the Moon. The rest of it is
filled with fuel. It has three parts, and

each part falls off as the fuel in it is
used up.
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When you look at the Moon with a
telescope, you can see where rocks have
crashed into it. The marks never get
worn away as there is no weather on
the Moon.

footprints

\

This means that the footprints left by
the astronauts will still be there in
thousands of years’ time!
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(Reading Comprehension )

(Teachers and parents)

An important part of becoming a confident, fluent reader is a child’s
ability to understand what they are reading. Below are some
suggestions on how to develop a child’s reading comprehension.

o Make reading this book a shared experience between you and the
child. Try to avoid leaving it until the whole book is read before talking
about it. Occasionally stop at various intervals throughout the book.

o Ask questions about the characters, the setting, the action and the
meaning.

e Encourage the child to think about what might happen next. It does not
matter if the answer is right or wrong, so long as the suggestion makes
sense and demonstrates understanding.

e Ask the child to describe what is happening in the illustrations.

o Relate what is happening in the book to any real-life experiences the
child may have.

e Pick out any vocabulary that may be new to the child and ask what
they think it means. If they don’t know, explain it and relate it to what is
happening in the book.

o Encourage the child to summarise, in their own words, what they have
read.

(What’s in the book? )

e How long does it take the Moon to orbit the Earth?
e What are the dark patches on the Moon?
e Why couldn’t we live on the Moon?

®

( What do you think? ) O

- ; O
e |s there any water on the Moon? 5y

o Why do footprints never disappear from the Moon? O




Biomzs

Jolly Phonics Readers are fully decodable books for new readers.

These Readers have been written with a carefully controlled vocabulary, and
are specifically designed for children who are learning to read and write with Jolly
Phonics.

 The text in these Blue Level Books (fourth level) uses only decodable regular
words that use the letter-sound knowledge taught so far: the 42 main Ietter sounds,
<y> as in happy, and the main alternative vowel spellings (the ‘hop-over <e>’ spellings
of the long vowel sounds, <ay> as In day, <ea> as In seat, <y> and «gh> as in fly and
high, <ow> as in low and now <«eW> as in dew, «oy> as in joy, «r> and <ur> as in bird
and turn, and <al>, <au> and «aw> as in talk, pause and saw), and a small humber of
‘tricky’ words (frequently used words that are not fully decodable at this stage).

All new tricky words and alternative vowel spellings used are shown on the front inside
cover; these can be used as a quick practice activity before starting the book.

Faint type is used for silent letters, like the <b> in ‘lamb’.

Comprehension questions and discussion topics are included at the end of the

book. These ensure that children are not only able to read the text, but also get
meaning from the stories.

Blue Level Readers

Level| |[Level
2 3

Inky Mouse & Friends General Fiction Nonfiction

The Bird House The Enormous Turnip Soccer
Daisy and Buttercup Rumpelstiltskin Mountains

The New Kitten Puppets Henry Ford
An Inter-Hive Match Many More Monsters Sharks

The Maize Maze The Pumpkin Party

Beach Rescue Town Mouse and Country Mouse The Nile
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