The Three
Billy Goats Gruff




( Teachers and parents}

Before tackling these Green Level Readers, a child will need to be able to:

* Recognise the basic 42 letter sounds;

e Recognise the altemative letter-sound spellings in the leaves below, including
the ‘hop-over <)’ digraphs in words like take, these, bike, code, mule;

e Read (blend) regular words containing these letter sounds;

* Recognise the twenty tricky words shown in the flowers below;

e Recognise the names of the three main characters, as well as Phonic.




The three Billy Goats Gruff lived on a
arm at the bottom of a mountain.



Every morning, the three Billy Goats
Gruff ran up the side of the mountain
to go and graze, but they had to stop

when they got to the river.



In the river, there was an ugly old
troll who lived under some wooden

planks. The troll was angry all the
time and he never let the three Billy
Goats Gruff cross the river.




The troll yelled and shouted if the
three Billy Goats Gruff went too close
to his wooden planks. Whenever an
animal tried to cross the planks, the
troll jumped up and flashed his long,
sharp teeth.



The three Billy Goats Gruff looked
longingly at the bank on the far side

of the river.

“If only we can get across the river,
we can go to the top of the mountain.
There is a lot more food on that side

of the river,” said the biggest Billy
Goat Grujf.



“Come along, then,” said the
smallest Billy Goat Gruff. “I bet I can
run across so quickly that the troll wil

not see me.”

The biggest Billy Goat Gruff tried to

stop him, but the smallest Billy Goat

Gruff started running. Trip, trap, trip,

trap went his hooves on the wooden
planks.




The ugly old troll started to roar and
shout when the smallest Billy Goat
Gruff set off across the planks.

“GET OFF MY PLANKS!” he roared.

“You cannot cross the river. I will
chomp you and munch you up for
dinner,” and he snapped his long,

sharp teeth at the smallest
Billy Goat Gruff.



The smallest Billy Goat Gruff was so
afraid that he started to shake.
“Do not munch me up for dinner!” he
cried. “I am too small to make a good
dinner for a big troll like you.

A much bigger billy goat will
come by in a little while.”

“Hmm, you are quite small,”
muttered the troll, rubbing his chin
and looking at the next goat. As he
did so, the smallest Billy Goat Gruff

slipped quickly across the planks.



The second Billy Goat Gruff said,
“If the smallest Billy Goat Gruff can

get across the river, then so can I!”
He started to run across the wooden

planks - trip, trap, trip, trap
went his hooves.

Up jumped the troll agalﬁhoutlng.
“Mmmm! DINNER!” he cried, and
rubbed his belly. “I like goat for

dinner,” he smiled.
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The second Billy Goat Gruff waited
for the troll to finish shouting.
Then he said, “Do not have me for
dinner. I am too small to make much
of a dinner for a big troll like you. The
biggest Billy Goat Gruff will come by
soon, and he will make a much better
dinner for a troll of your size.”

chin and licking his lips as he looked
across at the biggest Billy Goat Gruff.

As he did so, the second Billy Goat
Gruff ran quickly across the planks.
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As the biggest Billy Goat Gruff came
along, the troll yelled and stamped
and shook his fists.

“I shall munch you and chomp you
and have you for my dinner!” he
shouted, and smiled so that the sun
shone on all his big, sharp teeth.
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“NO, YOU WILL NOT!” shouted the
biggest Billy Goat Gruff, and he
snorted and stamped his hooves. He
shook his horns at the troll and then
started to run. TRIP, TRAP, TRIP,
TRAP went his heavy hooves on the
wooden planks.
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The troll shouted and stamped and
gnashed his teeth. The biggest Billy
Goat Gruff snorted and ran at the
troll. His big hard horns butted into

the troll, who went spinning up and
up and up, and then...
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PLASH! The troll landed in the river.
e bobbed up again and spluttered as

he tried to shout, but the river swept

im off. He waved his arms and shook

his fists as he was dragged around a
bend in the river.
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The biggest Billy Goat Gruff ran safely
across the planks. All three Billy Goats
Gruff were so glad that the troll had
gone that they jumped about.
“You were so brave!” cried the smallest
Billy Goat Gruff, hugging the biggest
one, and the three goats ran happily
on, up to the top of the mountain.
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As for the troll, he was never seen on
that mountain again. He found a dark
cave in some rocks where he made

his home, and he never stamped and
shouted or tried to have goat
for dinner again.
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(Reading Comprehension y

(Teachers and parents)

An important part of becoming a confident, fluent reader is a child’s
ability to understand what they are reading. Below are some
suggestions on how to develop a child’s reading comprehension.

o Make reading this book a shared experience between you and the
child. Try to avoid leaving it until the whole book is read before talking
about it. Occasionally stop at various intervals throughout the book.

o Ask questions about the characters, the setting, the action and the
meaning.

e Encourage the child to think about what might happen next. It does not
matter if the answer is right or wrong, so long as the suggestion makes
sense and demonstrates understanding.

e Ask the child to describe what is happening in the illustrations.

o Relate what is happening in the book to any real-life experiences the
child may have.

e Pick out any vocabulary that may be new to the child and ask what
they think it means. If they don’t know, explain it and relate it to what is
happening in the book.

o Encourage the child to summarise, in their own words, what they have
read.

(What’s in the book? )

« Why do the goats want to cross the bridge?

» Where do the goats live? ?
e Where does the troll land after the goat has butted him? °®

( What do you think? ) O

- , O
e |s the smallest Billy Goat Gruff brave? 53

e How does the troll feel at the end of the story? Q




hentan

Jolly Phonics Readers are fully decodable books for new readers.

These Readers have been written with a carefully controlled vocabulary, and
are specifically designed for children who are learning to read and write with Jolly
Phonics.

The text in these Green Level Books (third level) uses only decodable regular
words (words that use the letter-sound knowledge taught so far: the 42 main letter
sounds, the alternative sound of «y> at the end of words like happy and sunny and
the ‘hop-over <e>’ spellings of the long vowel sounds) and a small number of ‘tricky’
words (frequently used words that are not fully decodable at this stage).

All the tricky words and alternative letter-sound spellings used are shown on the front
inside cover; these can be used as a quick practice activity before starting the book.

Faint type is used for any silent letters, like the <b> in ‘lamb’.
Comprehension questions and discussion topics are included at the end of the

book. These ensure that children are not only able to read the text, but also get
meaning from the stories.
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